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for example, he must not say, " The answer of your ques-
tion is this," but on the contrary, he must relate the various
opinions on the point, as for example, "Abu Hamfah said on
this point so and so," and leave it to the nmstafti to follow
the opinion that appeals to his intuition as the correct one.
The author of the Path here interjects the opinion that, al-
though it is advisable for the person giving the .fatwa to
quote all the opinions on the point, it is not necessary to
do so, it being permissible to mention only one of them.
The same author goes on to say that, inasmuch as the person
giving the fatwa is not a mujtahid but simply a transmitter
and narrator, he must see to it that he is quoting correctly.
This last point is considered to have been insured if the
narrator knows the complete chain of transmitters from
himself back to the original mufti, or quotes the fatwa from
a well-known book that is circulating in the hands of the
public, such as the books of Muhammad Ibn al-Hasan.
According to al-Razi, such books are equivalent to a report
of the mutawatir or mash-hur type. If, however, at the
present time there should be only a few copies of a rare
manuscript in existence, it would not be lawful to give a
fatwa on the basis of an opinion recorded in them, ascrib-
ing it for example to Abu Yusuf or Muhammad Ibn al-
Hasan, because these copies have not attained wide circula-
tion and reputation (lam tashtahir) in our time and place.
It is all right, however, if these opinions have been quoted
in a well-known book like the Hidayah or the Mabsut, since
it would then be a case of relying on these latter books.

While the muftis who are not muftahids have no liberty
of thought and must simply quote others, the muftis who
are mujtahids x are conceded by the jurists the right to
depart from the opinion of the founder of the school, and,

1 Strictly speaking, the name mufti applies only to. the mujtahids.